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Presentation Notes
Gender ideology can be a heavy and complex topic—but it’s one we must understand if we want to protect children, support truth in education, and preserve the role of parents.
This presentation is designed to inform and equip you with the facts—tracing the history, exposing how it’s showing up in schools and medicine, and offering clear steps for action.
We’re here to shine a light, ask the hard questions, and stand for what’s right with clarity and compassion.




AGENDA

• What is Gender Ideology

• History, Key Figures, and Facts

• Gender Ideology and the Federal Government

• Gender Ideology in Schools

• How to FIGHT Back - Arguments and Talking Points

• How to FIGHT Back - Take Action
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Presentation Notes
Before we begin, here’s a quick overview of what we’ll be covering today.
This will help you follow along and understand how the pieces connect — from history, to policy, to what’s happening in schools, and most importantly, what you can do about it.




WHAT IS GENDER IDEOLOGY

Gender Ideology – According to the School
• A person’s internal, deeply-held sense of their gender. This may be male, female, 

a blend of both, neither, or something else: –gender is a spectrum
• Gender Identity may not align with the person’s sex “assigned at birth”
• Explores how gender is shaped by cultural, social, and psychological 

factors rather than biological sex
• Integrated into programs aimed at promoting inclusivity, Diversity, 

Equity, and Inclusion (DEI), and Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)

Most schools don’t use the term Gender Ideology because it is politically charged – 
instead, they refer to “Gender Identity”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When schools talk about gender today, they rarely use the term “Gender Ideology”—that phrase is considered politically charged. Instead, they use the term “Gender Identity.” 
On the surface, the definition sounds reasonable—even compassionate. It’s often presented in official documents or curriculum materials like this:
“Gender identity is a person’s internal, deeply-held sense of their gender. This may be male, female, a blend of both, neither, or something else—gender is a spectrum.”
Students are taught that this identity may not match the sex they were assigned at birth, and that gender is not rooted in biology, but instead shaped by cultural and psychological factors.
This language is woven into broader school programs under the banners of inclusivity, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion—DEI—and Social-Emotional Learning, or SEL. These programs often sound supportive and harmless on the surface.

Transition�But here's where we need to look a little deeper.
While these definitions and programs appear well-meaning, they reflect a broader ideological framework—one that redefines foundational truths about human biology and identity. What we’re really seeing isn’t just about inclusion or kindness—it’s a worldview shift being introduced in the classroom, often without parental knowledge or consent. And this shift has far-reaching consequences, especially for children in their formative years.




WHAT IS GENDER IDEOLOGY

What Gender Ideology Really Is 

• Rooted in Marxist power dynamics, pushing activist-driven social engineering
• Labels traditional norms around sex and gender as oppressive
• Promotes identity over biology, redefining truth, health, and rights
• Transforms schools into centers of ideological formation
• Seeks to disrupt norms—family, sex, religion, and natural law

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While it’s called Gender Ideology, it’s important to recognize — and this is a point that thinkers like Logan Lancing and James Lindsay really drive home in their book The Queering of the American Child— that this isn’t ultimately about gender.
Yes, gender is the surface issue, but it’s being used as a gateway for a much deeper transformation of our culture, our institutions, and even how we define truth.
This ideology is rooted in Marxist-style power dynamics, reframed through identity politics. The goal isn’t simply to allow people to express themselves — it's to disrupt and dismantle what they view as oppressive systems. These include traditional understandings of sex, family, religion, and even biology.
Can read the Points on the slide
So again — although “gender” is the hook, the true aim is social engineering through activist ideology.
This isn’t about acceptance — it’s about redefining the foundations of society through the lens of power, identity, and disruption.





History of Gender Ideology
History | Education & Medicine
Key Figures & Facts
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Before we dive into what’s happening in schools today, it’s important to understand how we got here.
This didn’t start overnight.
What we’re seeing now in classrooms and clinics is the result of decades of ideological development — in medicine, in academia, and in public policy.
Let’s look at the key figures and ideas that shaped this movement — from early theories to the institutions still influencing education and gender medicine today.




HISTORY in Education
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• Foucault deconstructed “truth”, including the idea of a fixed or natural 
identity. He had a direct influence on Critical Pedagogy, Queer Theory and 
Gender as Performativity. 

• Gave rise to the idea that gender is a social performance, not a biological 
reality — a concept Judith Butler later turned into gender performativity. 

His work influenced Giroux, Bryson and deCastill, and Butler

Key Figures and Concepts
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This graphic shows the intellectual roots of gender ideology.
We start with Paulo Freire, who brought Marxist ideas into education through critical pedagogy.
Michel Foucault then introduced the concept of power being embedded in language and institutions — a major shift.
Foucault’s influence can be seen in Henry Giroux, who imported Freire’s ideas into American education and emphasized schools as sites of ideological struggle.
Bryson and deCastell built on that, applying it specifically to gender and schooling.
And then Judith Butler took Foucault’s ideas even further, arguing that gender itself is a performance — not a biological fact.

You can see how each of these thinkers laid a brick in the foundation that today’s gender ideology rests on.




WHAT IS GENDER IDEOLOGY

Queer Theory

“Queer Theory radicalizes the minds and bodies of children. 
The goal of Queer Theory is to convince children that nothing 
is "normal," especially as "normal" relates to sex, gender, and 
sexuality. Queer Theory teaches kids that sex and gender are 
social constructs and pushes children into stamping their 
physical bodies with political messages by adopting different 
pronouns, styles of dress, and bathroom preferences.” 
 
      – Logan Lancing

www.itsnotinschools.com
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Now that we’ve looked at the intellectual foundation behind Gender Ideology, it’s important to understand how it evolved into what’s known as Queer Theory.
While Gender Ideology challenges biological definitions of male and female, Queer Theory takes it further — rejecting the very idea of fixed categories and what is “normal” altogether.
It doesn’t just question gender roles — it aims to deconstruct all norms around sex, identity, and relationships.
READ QUOTE




Gender ideology emerged 
from Marxist-influenced 
theories of power and 
identity—shaped by:
• Foucault’s view of truth as 

social construct, 
• Butler’s idea of gender as 

performance, 
• Critical pedagogy’s goal to 

transform education into a 
tool for disrupting norms 
through activism.

• John Money’s medicalization 
of identity

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER
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When we step back and look at the full picture, we can see that gender ideology didn't appear out of nowhere.
It’s the product of several radical ideas coming together:
Foucault reframed truth as something constructed by power — not discovered, but imposed.
Judith Butler built on that to argue that gender isn’t something we are — it’s something we perform.
Critical pedagogy, especially through Freire and Giroux, turned education into a political tool — not just for learning, but for activism.

And then we have John Money, who brought these ideas into medicine — promoting the idea that identity, not biology, should guide treatment. He laid the groundwork for what we now call “gender-affirming care.”

Together, these ideas formed the backbone of modern gender ideology — influencing how children are taught, how schools operate, and how medicine treats identity.
Next we will look at how these ideas moved from theory into practice — particularly through the medical system and school policies.




HISTORY – in Medicine
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Sexology to Medicalization 
Key Figures and Concepts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now that we've seen the ideological roots of gender theory, let’s look at how these ideas evolved medically and institutionally.

It began with the reproductive rights movement, most notably Margaret Sanger, who advocated for birth control and population control, emphasizing bodily autonomy.

Then came Alfred Kinsey, whose work in sexology sought to normalize a wide range of sexual behaviors — redefining sexuality through data that has since been widely criticized.

Jonh Money - bridged the gap between sexology and medicine, laying the groundwork for a medicalized view of identity and sexual development.

Mary Calderone, a former Planned Parenthood leader, brought this framework into education through the Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States (SIECUS), embedding these ideas into public school sex ed programs.
Over time, these cultural and educational shifts led to policy-level changes, particularly through organizations like WPATH — the World Professional Association for Transgender Health — which has been central in shaping medical protocols for so-called “gender-affirming care.”

Let’s take a deeper look at the individual who played a pivotal role in tying these threads together: John Money.




KEY PLAYER 

Was a Professor of Medical Psychology and Associate Professor or Pediatrics at 
Johns Hopkins University and Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland 

• Co-founder of the Gender Identity Clinic at Johns Hopkins
• Considered a pioneer in psychoendocrinology and Director of Johns Hopkins’ 

Psycohohormonal Research Unit

Money believed: 
• Sex is a social construct 
• Babies are born gender neutral and that early social or surgical intervention shapes 

identity

He promoted early surgeries and hormones to match physical traits with 
assigned gender.

DR. JOHN MONEY

Presenter Notes
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Now we come to John Money — one of the most influential and controversial figures in the development of gender theory in medicine.
He was a Professor of Medical Psychology and Associate Professor of Pediatrics at Johns Hopkins University, and co-founded one of the first Gender Identity Clinics in the United States.
Money is often credited as a pioneer in psychoendocrinology, and he led the university’s Psychohormonal Research Unit, where much of this experimental work took place.

What made his approach so radical was his belief that:
Sex is a social construct, not a biological reality.
That babies are born psychologically gender neutral, and their identity could be shaped—or reassigned—through early social or medical intervention.

He promoted early surgeries and hormone treatments on children to align their physical appearance with what he viewed as their assigned gender role, often without the child’s consent or long-term data on outcomes.

His theories became foundational for what is now called “gender-affirming care,” even though his most famous case—the Reimer twins—ended in tragedy.
We’ll turn to that case next, because understanding what happened there is crucial to understanding how dangerous and flawed these ideas can be in practice.




KEY PLAYER 

• David Reimer and his twin brother were subjects in John Money’s gender identity study.
• In 1966, after a botched circumcision, 8-month-old David was raised as a girl per Money’s 

recommendation.
• Money promoted the use of pornography — even with children — as a tool for gender 

identity development, and reportedly forced the Reimer twins to simulate sexual acts which 
he photographed and documented as part of his research

• Money documented the case as a success, despite David’s severe distress.
• Both brothers later died by suicide — David in 2004 and his twin, Brian, in 2002.
• The case is viewed as a profound ethical failure in medical and 

psychological research 
• Money’s theories helped shape early protocols for gender dysphoria and laid the 

foundation for today’s gender-affirming care model, still reflected in 
WPATH guidelines. 

The Reimer Case: Catalyst for Gender Identity

(Colapinto, As Nature Made Him, 2000)

DR. JOHN MONEY (continued) 
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The case of David Reimer is one of the most well-known and tragic examples connected to John Money’s gender theories.
In the 1960s, after a medical accident during infancy, David was enrolled—along with his identical twin brother—in a gender identity study led by John Money.

Following the incident, Money recommended that David be raised as a girl, as part of his theory that gender identity could be shaped by environment and upbringing.
For years, the case was held up in academic circles as a success supporting that theory, even though David experienced significant emotional distress and later rejected the gender identity assigned to him.
Tragically, both David and his twin brother died by suicide as young adults.
Today, the case is widely recognized as a major ethical failure in psychological and medical research.
Despite this, Money’s theories laid the foundation for many of the early clinical approaches to gender dysphoria, and traces of his influence can still be found in current medical guidelines, including those promoted by organizations like WPATH.




ORIGIN
• HBIGDA founded in 

1979 
(Harry Benjamin 
International Gender 
Dysphoria Association)

• Renamed in 2006 
to WPATH
(World Professional 
Association for 
Transgender Health)

• Set the Standards 
of Care

KEY SHIFTS in 
Standard of Care (SOC)

• Lowering age of 
Medical Intervention

• SOC – 8 (2022) 
Removed strict age 
minimums allowing for 
earlier access to 
puberty blockers, cross 
sex hormones, and 
surgeries

• Affirmation only model: 
Must validate child's 
stated Gender Identity 
GENDER AFFIRMING CARE 

INSTITUIONAL IMPACT

• American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) and 
American 
Psychological 
Association (APA) 
follow the WPATH 
guidance

• These standards shape 
what schools, doctors, 
and counselors are 
told to do

WPATH AND GENDER AFFIRMING CARE
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Let’s talk about WPATH — the World Professional Association for Transgender Health — and its central role in promoting what's known today as gender-affirming care.
WPATH originally began in 1979 as the Harry Benjamin International Gender Dysphoria Association, named after a physician who worked with early transgender patients. Over time, the organization shifted its focus from a medical model of gender dysphoria toward an affirmation-based model.

WPATH publishes the Standards of Care, which guide clinical practices around the world. These standards have evolved significantly—early versions emphasized psychological assessment and caution. But more recent versions, especially the 7th and 8th editions, prioritize affirmation and access to medical interventions, including puberty blockers, cross-sex hormones, and surgeries, sometimes at younger ages.

These evolving standards have influenced major institutions:
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) adopted a policy position in 2018 endorsing gender-affirming approaches as the “standard of care.”
The American Psychological Association (APA) has also promoted affirmation-based practices, encouraging clinicians to support a person’s self-identified gender from a therapeutic standpoint.

This shift has created a powerful alignment between medical, psychological, and educational institutions, all operating from the same framework—one that emerged from a very specific ideological and clinical history.
We'll explore the outcomes of this alignment next and discus the specifics of Gender Affirming Care.




WHAT IS GENDER AFFIRMING CARE? 

SOCIAL 
SUPPORTS

MEDICAL 
INTERVENTIONS

WHAT PARENTS 
SHOULD KNOW

• Changing names, pronouns, and clothing
• Using opposite-sex bathrooms or locker rooms 
• Asking teachers and family to affirm the identity

• Puberty blockers to pause normal puberty* 
• Cross-sex hormones* (testosterone or estrogen) 

*Long term impact is unknown
• Surgeries (e.g., mastectomy “Top surgery” or hysterectomy and 

other bottom surgeries), sometimes considered for minors

• Often affirms identity without exploring underlying issues
• Often told affirming their child’s identity is the only safe and loving 

choice – “Would you rather have a dead daughter or live son?”
• WPATH removed age minimums in 2022
• Schools and providers may follow this model, even if parents have 

concerns
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So what exactly does “gender-affirming care” mean in practice?
It typically begins with social affirmation — changing a child’s name, pronouns, and sometimes their clothing and school records to match their perceived gender identity. This is often presented as harmless or reversible.

The next step can include medical interventions, starting with puberty blockers to pause natural development. These are followed by cross-sex hormones, which cause permanent physical changes, and in some cases, surgical procedures, even for minors.
Parents are often told that affirming their child’s identity is the only safe and loving choice. A line frequently repeated is:
“Would you rather have a dead daughter or a live son?”�—an emotionally charged phrase meant to pressure parents into immediate affirmation and medicalization, often without fully understanding the long-term implications.

But here’s what parents need to know:
These interventions are not without risk — physically, emotionally, and developmentally.
Some of these treatments have irreversible effects.
And many professionals and detransitioners are now raising serious concerns about how quickly these steps are being taken, especially with young people who may be experiencing other mental health or developmental challenges.
It’s critical that parents are informed, involved, and empowered to ask questions. Supporting a child doesn’t mean rushing into irreversible decisions — it means seeking truth, providing stability, and protecting their long-term well-being.




SEX AND GENDER IDENTITY HISTORY

ORIGINAL 
TITLE IX (1972)

TRUMP ADMIN 
(2017-2020)

BIDEN ADMIN- 
TITLE IX

“Sex” referred to biological sex. Law aimed at equal opportunities for 
women in education.

Reversed the Obama guidance, returning to ‘biological sex’ only in 
interpretation 

• While the letter was rescinded in 2017 it was widely adopted by 
schools.

Reinstated and expanded Obama-era view
• Proposed Title IX rules to include gender identity and formal 

regulations that define “sex discrimination” to include gender 
identity, sexual orientation, and sex characteristics. 

OBAMA 
ADMIN (2016)

Reinterpreted “sex” to include gender identity and sexual 
orientation. ‘Dear Colleague’ Letter 

• Required schools to allow bathroom and locker room access by 
gender identity.

• Non-compliance could risk federal funding
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Let’s take a look at how gender ideology has entered public policy—especially through changes to Title IX, the federal civil rights law passed in 1972.
Title IX was originally designed to protect women and girls from sex-based discrimination in education. It opened doors in athletics, academics, and access to school resources by ensuring that sex—meaning biological sex—could not be a barrier.
But in the last decade, we've seen a major shift.

Under the Obama administration, Title IX guidance was reinterpreted to include gender identity. Schools were directed to allow students to access bathrooms, locker rooms, and sports teams based on their self-identified gender. Compliance was tied to federal funding, putting pressure on schools to adopt these policies.

The first Trump administration reversed this guidance, restoring the original definition of sex as biologically based. Even though the letter was rescinded, many school had already adopted the policies. 

Then came another reversal.
The Biden administration has not only reinstated Obama-era policies but expanded them. Proposed changes to Title IX would officially redefine “sex” to include gender identity, impacting sports, bathrooms, and parental rights. This would make it federally enforceable to treat gender identity as equivalent to biological sex in K-12 and higher education.
So, what started as a law to protect women is now being used to undermine sex-based protections, reflecting how gender ideology is reshaping federal civil rights law.




President Trump signed Executive Order 14168: “Defending Women from Gender Ideology 
Extremism”

• Defines sex as immutable and based on biological sex assigned at conception.
• Mandates federal agencies to replace “gender” with “sex” in all documentation.
• Prohibits federal funding for gender-affirming care and the promotion of “gender 

ideology.”
• Restricts transgender individuals from using single-sex federally funded facilities 

congruent with their gender identity.

Even with Trump’s Executive Order 14168, state laws still vary — parents 
must check local state law and local school policies to stay informed. 

GENDER IDENTITY & THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

CURRENT STATUS (2025)
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In 2025, President Trump signed Executive Order 14168, titled “Defending Women from Gender Ideology Extremism.” This order marked a significant federal shift in how sex and gender are defined and addressed in public policy.
The order:
Defines sex as immutable and based on biological sex assigned at conception.
Requires all federal agencies to replace the term “gender” with “sex” in documentation and programs.
Prohibits federal funding for gender-affirming care and any initiatives promoting gender ideology.
Limits access to single-sex spaces—such as bathrooms and locker rooms in federally funded institutions—based on biological sex, not gender identity.
This was a major reversal from previous federal policy under the Biden administration, which prioritized gender identity in law and education.

However, it’s important to note:�Federal policy doesn’t override all local or state laws.�Even with this executive order in place, state policies still vary widely. Some states have passed laws that align with this order, while others continue to mandate gender-affirming approaches in schools and public programs.
That’s why it’s essential for parents and community members to check their local state laws and school district policies—because the application of these federal shifts depends on enforcement and local compliance.




BROADER FEDERAL INFLUENCE 
Federal Incentives were for established for Schools

• DOE offered funding/grants to schools adopting inclusive gender 
policies.

• Office of Civil Rights reviewed compliance.
• Schools adjusted practices to remain eligible for federal funding

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) and US Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) funded LGBTQ+ 
programs in schools

Executive Order 14168 directs agencies to roll back these 
programs — now enforcement and compliance at the 
agency and state level is critical.

GENDER IDENTITY & THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
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While Executive Order 14168 sets a new federal direction, it’s important to understand the broader system that schools have been operating under—a system shaped by years of federal incentives and agency partnerships.

For over a decade, the Department of Education (DOE) offered funding and grants to schools that adopted inclusive gender policies.
The Office for Civil Rights reviewed schools for compliance with these standards, creating pressure for districts to adjust practices—including pronoun policies, bathroom access, and curriculum changes—just to remain eligible for federal funding.
Beyond education, agencies like the CDC and Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) also funneled resources into schools for LGBTQ+ programming, often under the umbrella of mental health, anti-bullying, or health education initiatives.

Now, under Executive Order 14168, these agencies have been directed to roll back these programs and funding streams. But signing an order isn’t the end of the process.
What happens next depends on how it’s enforced, and whether state agencies and school districts actually comply.
This is where parent awareness and local accountability become essential—because these systems don’t shift overnight, and many schools still operate under the previous model.




SIECUS - Sexuality Information and 
Education Council of the United States

• Influential in shaping sex ed policy

• Promotes comprehensive sex ed 
including gender identity.

• Partnered with federal agencies and 
influenced curricula

• Helped direct sex ed grants and 
training for teachers
. 

NON-GOVERNTMENTAL BUT INFLUENTIAL
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While much of the focus has been on government action, it’s important to understand the role of non-governmental organizations that have shaped education behind the scenes.
One of the most influential is SIECUS — the Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States.
Founded in 1964, SIECUS has played a major role in shaping sex education policy nationwide. Though it is not a government agency, it has partnered with key federal departments and helped direct the development of sex ed programs in schools.

SIECUS promotes what's called Comprehensive Sex Education, which goes far beyond biology or health—it includes instruction on gender identity, sexual orientation, and identity-based politics.
It has worked closely with federal agencies to influence curricula, distribute grant funding, and train educators, embedding its framework into classrooms through official channels.
So even though it operates independently, SIECUS has had an outsized impact on what children are being taught, often in ways that parents aren’t fully aware of.
In addition to SIECUS, [READ some of the organizations and Federal agencies that have partnered with the Federal Government from this slide]
Planned Parenthood, ACLU, Advocates for Youth, GLSEN, NEA, ASCA (American School Counselors Association) Human Rights Campaign

This highlights the power of public-private partnerships in education policy—and why parents and communities need to understand both government and non-government influences.




Gender Ideology in Schools
Higher Education
K-12 | Physical Spaces, Books and Curriculum, School Counseling, 
            Clubs and Activities
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Let’s now turn our focus to where this ideology is showing up on the ground—in schools.

In Higher Education, gender ideology is embedded across disciplines, policies, and campus life. Many universities now require DEI statements, promote gender-affirming practices in health centers, and encourage faculty to adopt gender-inclusive language and policies. These ideas are passed on to future educators, counselors, and policy makers—meaning the influence doesn’t stay in the classroom, it flows downstream into K–12.

In K–12, the reach is even more direct:
Physical Spaces:
Books and Curriculum: 
School Counseling: 
Clubs and Activities:



GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS

HIGHER EDUCATION AND IDEOLOGICAL CAPTURE

Universities began prioritizing social justice activism over academic rigor, 
especially in the humanities and education.

Fields like gender studies and critical theory evolved into ideological echo 
chambers.

Academic Journals began publishing ideological works 

• In 2016, the paper “Glaciers, gender, and science: A feminist glaciology 
framework for global environmental change” was published in Progress 
in Human Geography Journal – arguing glaciers could be analyzed 
through feminist and postcolonial lenses
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In recent decades, especially in the humanities and schools of education, universities have shifted focus—moving away from academic rigor toward social justice activism as a primary goal.

Disciplines like gender studies and critical theory evolved into ideological echo chambers, where alternative views are often dismissed, and scholarship is shaped by activism rather than open inquiry.

This shift isn't just in classroom discussion—it’s embedded in academic published journals as well.
One example often cited is a 2016 paper titled “Glaciers, gender, and science: A feminist glaciology framework for global environmental change,” published in the journal Progress in Human Geography. The paper argued that glaciers should be analyzed through feminist and postcolonial lenses—an illustration of how far these frameworks have extended beyond their original contexts.

What we're seeing is a redefinition of scholarship, where activism drives the research agenda—and where academic institutions play a central role in spreading gender ideology into K–12 education and public policy.
This growing trend—where activism replaces scholarship—wasn’t just noticed by critics outside the academy. It was exposed from within.



GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS

Grievance Studies Affair Project – Ideological Capture of Academic Journals

• James Lindsay saw the Glacier research paper as a red flag — evidence that ideology 
had overtaken evidence-based scholarship.

• He partnered with Peter Boghossian and Helen Pluckrose to launch the Grievance Studies 
Affair project, submitting hoax papers to test the academic publishing system.

• Journals accepted their papers on absurd topics like “fat bodybuilding” and “rape culture 
in dog parks.” proving Academia and Academic Journals have been compromised.

These same radical ideologies now filter into K–12 education 
via teacher training, curriculum standards, and professional
development.
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The Grievance Studies Affair Project is one of the clearest illustrations of how far ideological capture in academia has gone.
James Lindsay saw papers like the feminist glaciology article as a red flag—a warning that activist ideology had replaced evidence-based scholarship in certain academic disciplines.
So, in 2018, he partnered with Peter Boghossian and Helen Pluckrose to put that theory to the test.

They submitted a series of intentionally absurd hoax papers—with topics like “fat bodybuilding” and “rape culture in dog parks”—to peer-reviewed journals in gender studies, critical race theory, and education.
Shockingly, many of these papers were accepted and praised, showing that ideological alignment mattered more than academic rigor.

But this isn’t just an issue in higher ed. These same radical ideologies are now trickling down into K–12 education:
They show up in teacher training programs shaped by these academic fields.
They influence curriculum standards and instructional materials.
And they shape professional development sessions teachers are required to attend.
So, what began as academic activism is now embedded in the daily experience of children in public schools.




PHYSICAL SPACES 

• Gender identity policies in 
schools  affect locker 
rooms, restrooms, and 
sports teams.

• Some schools allow 
participation based on 
gender identity, not 
biological sex.

• Polices are often adopted 
without parent awareness 
or input.

GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS – K-12
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To see just how far gender ideology has taken hold in schools, let’s first look at the most visible and immediate impact—physical spaces.
Across the country, school districts have adopted gender identity policies that affect access to locker rooms, restrooms, and sports teams.
In many cases, students are allowed to participate based on their gender identity, not their biological sex. This means a biological male who identifies as female may be granted access to girls’ facilities or athletic teams—and vice versa.

A powerful example comes from Sun Prairie, Wisconsin. In 2023, a male student identifying as female was allowed to change clothes in a girls’ locker room, and two female students reported feeling deeply uncomfortable—but the school reportedly defended the policy and did not inform parents beforehand. This situation sparked significant backlash and legal concerns, but it’s far from isolated.
What’s especially concerning is that many of these policies are adopted without parents being notified, let alone consulted. In some cases, school boards approve these changes under broad “equity” or “inclusion” initiatives, with little public discussion.





BOYS IN GIRLS SPORTS:
Connecticut track case: Two biological males dominated high school girls’ track, 
leading to a Title IX lawsuit by female athletes.

LOCKER ROOM ACCESS:
Sun Prairie, Wisconsin (2023): A transgender-identifying student exposed male 
genitalia while showering next to freshman girls, prompting a federal Title IX 
investigation.

RESTROOM USE:
Virginia (Loudoun County): A biologically male student 
identifying as female was involved in a sexual assault 
case in a girls’ restroom, leading to public outcry and 
school board controversy.

GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS – K-12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Sun Prairie, Wisconsin locker room incident is just one of many examples we’ve seen across the country where gender identity policies have directly impacted students—often without parental awareness.
Here are a few more:�
In Connecticut, two biologically male athletes competed in girls’ high school track and dominated the competition, prompting a federal Title IX lawsuit by female athletes who said their opportunities were unfairly taken away.
In Fairfax County, Virginia, schools adopted policies allowing students to access facilities and programs based on gender identity. Parents were not required to be notified, even when schools supported a child’s social transition.
In California, state law requires that students be allowed to use bathrooms and join sports teams based on their gender identity—beginning in elementary school.

These cases show a clear pattern: gender identity policies are reshaping the student experience—in bathrooms, locker rooms, sports, and beyond—and many of these changes are happening without the input or consent of parents.
Parents are often unaware these changes have taken place until their child experiences the consequences firsthand.
This is why understanding how gender ideology manifests in policy is so important—not just in theory, but in the day-to-day reality of your local school.





Elementary books promoting gender fluidity in 
elementary grades 

Young children are highly impressionable – 
confusing identity/gender at this stage can disrupt 
healthy identity development and cause lasting 
harm. 

Case being heard by Supreme Court Mahmoud 
v. McKnight in Maryland 

• Books were part of English language instruction
• Parents were not allowed to opt out

BOOKS AND CURRICULUM CONTENT
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve just seen how gender identity policies are reshaping physical spaces—but the influence goes even deeper, starting in the classroom itself, especially in elementary school.

Many schools are now introducing books that promote gender fluidity at a very early age—often in elementary grades. 
This is a critical time in a child’s development. Young children are highly impressionable, and confusing or challenging core aspects of their identity—like whether they are a boy or a girl—can disrupt healthy emotional and psychological growth. These are formative years, and early exposure to these concepts can lead to confusion and long-term harm.

One example now at the national level is Mahmoud v. McKnight, a case out of Maryland currently being considered by the U.S. Supreme Court.
In this case, elementary books promoting gender and identity themes were introduced as part of the school’s English language instruction.
Parents requested the ability to opt their children out, but the district refused, arguing that the content was part of the core curriculum.
This case highlights a growing concern across the country: that parents are being cut out of the conversation, even when it comes to deeply personal and developmental issues.





Hyper-Sexualized and Pornographic materials in 
school libraries with unrestricted access to students 

Gender Identity in curriculum 
• Language Arts – writing prompts, pronoun 

practice assignments, reading selections
• Math – Story problems featuring same sex parents 

or non-binary characters, using ‘they/them’ when 
referring to individuals

• Found in surveys and Social Emotional Learning 
(SEL) lessons 

BOOKS AND CURRICULUM 

GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS – K-12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another key area where gender ideology and sexual content are entering schools is through library materials and academic curriculum.

Many school libraries now contain hyper-sexualized and even pornographic content, often without restrictions—meaning students of any age can access books that include explicit descriptions or imagery. These materials are sometimes labeled as inclusive or progressive, but parents are often unaware they’re available.

And it doesn’t stop there.
Gender identity themes are embedded directly into the curriculum across multiple subjects:
In Language Arts, students may be assigned writing prompts related to gender identity, asked to practice pronouns, or read books featuring transgender or non-binary characters.
In Math, story problems may feature same-sex parents or use "they/them" pronouns to reinforce non-binary identities—subtle, but intentional exposure.
These concepts also show up in surveys and Social Emotional Learning (SEL) lessons, where questions about identity, gender, and emotional well-being are asked—sometimes without parental notification or opt-out options.
This is not about age-appropriate conversations on respect or kindness—this is about embedding a specific ideology across subjects, often under the radar.
Parents need to know what’s in their child's library, lessons, and surveys—because these influences are shaping how kids think about themselves, their peers and even truth itself. 



Gender identity is embedded within DEI and 
social justice frameworks that teach students 
to view themselves through layers of identity, 
power, and privilege

Tools like the Privilege Wheel train students to 
examine gender, race, and sexuality as 
systems of oppression — shaping how they 
see themselves, others, and society

BOOKS AND CURRICULUM 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another key avenue where gender ideology enters the classroom is through Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) and social justice programs.
These frameworks go beyond teaching kindness or respect. Instead, they train students to view themselves and others through a lens of identity, power, and privilege

Gender identity is fully embedded within these frameworks. Students are taught to see gender not as biological, but as something fluid, tied to social power structures.
One common classroom tool is the Privilege Wheel, which asks students to examine their own level of privilege or oppression based on categories like gender, race, sexuality, and ability.
The underlying message is that your identity defines your experience and moral authority—not your actions or character.
This approach reshapes how students:
View themselves
Relate to others
And interpret broader society
Instead of uniting students around shared values or common goals, this lens often fosters division, guilt, or resentment based on unchangeable traits.
This is why it’s critical for parents to understand how gender ideology is not isolated—it’s woven into the broader ideological frameworks being promoted in schools under labels like equity, inclusion, and justice.




CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT
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• Teachers use terms ‘friends’, ‘scholars’ or 
‘students’ rather than boys/girls

• Schools using a different name for students 
that aligns with their gender identity – often 
without parental knowledge

• Signs or norms promoting identity such as flags 
or symbols and ‘safe spaces’

• ‘Transition Closets’ in schools – allow students to change into 
gender affirming clothes at school – often without parent 
knowledge or consent

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The influence of gender ideology is also changing how teachers speak, how classrooms are organized, and how students are supported—or isolated—based on identity.

Many teachers are now encouraged to avoid using gendered terms like “boys” and “girls.” Instead, they’re told to say “friends,” “scholars,” or “students” to create a so-called “inclusive” environment. While it may seem harmless on the surface, it reflects a deeper effort to erase biological distinctions as a norm.

In some schools, staff refer to students by a different name and pronouns aligned with their gender identity—without notifying parents. These changes can be entered into unofficial records or daily practice under “privacy” protections, keeping families in the dark.

You’ll also see signs and symbols in classrooms promoting gender identity—like Progress Pride flags, “safe space” stickers, or posters encouraging students to explore their identities. These markers may feel supportive to some, but they also serve to signal ideological alignment and can pressure students to conform or stay silent if they disagree.

In more extreme cases, schools have introduced “transition closets”—where students can change clothes at school to reflect their gender identity, then change back before going home. Again, this is often done without informing parents, under the idea of “protecting” the child’s privacy—even from their own family.

These practices represent a profound shift in how schools operate—not just teaching facts or skills, but actively guiding students to question, redefine, or even hide their identity from the people who know and love them best.




• Shift from biology-based instruction to 
identity-based instruction 

• Growth and development (sex ed) 
instruction is starting at a younger age 

• Tools used in classroom instruction include 
Genderbread Person and/or
Gender Unicorn

• Confuses students about gender as a 
subjective identity, 

• Teaches gender as a choice, not biology — 
you can be male, female, neither, or other 
the list of ‘genders’ continues to expand

HEALTH AND HUMAN GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of the most dramatic changes we’ve seen in schools is the shift in health and sex education, especially in how students are taught about gender.
Traditionally, this instruction was biology-based—focused on anatomy, reproduction, and age-appropriate information about puberty and physical development.
But today, we’re seeing a clear shift toward identity-based instruction.

Lessons in human growth and development are being introduced at younger and younger ages, often in elementary school.
Instead of reinforcing biological reality, schools are using tools like the Genderbread Person or the Gender Unicorn to teach that gender is not fixed, but fluid—a personal choice that may or may not match your body.
This approach confuses students by presenting gender as a subjective, emotional identity rather than a biological fact.
It teaches that you can be male, female, neither, or something else entirely—and that this can change over time. The list of so-called “genders” continues to expand, often without clear definitions or scientific grounding.
This is a major departure from previous standards—and it’s why so many parents are concerned. These lessons are no longer just about health and safety—they’re being used to introduce a deeply ideological worldview to children at a formative age.




Genders and Pronouns

• There are dozens of ‘genders’, usually grouped as 
cisgender (identify with birth sex) or transgender (identify differently)

• Transgender can include terms like gender fluid, agender, and 
more — new identities are added often

• May be asked to use specific pronouns based on their gender identity
 PRONOUN EXAMPLES

 

She/her/her     He/him/his
Ze/zer/zirs         They/them/their
Ey/em/eirs        Yo/yo/yos

Xie/hir/hirs         En/en/ens

Example: Ze reminded zirself to pick up zir umbrella before going outside.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There has been a push for gender and pronoun usage, so let’s look at what they mean and how they are defined. As schools move away from teaching gender as a biological reality, students are now introduced to the idea that there are dozens of different “genders.” Currently there are 72 different genders with corresponding flags/colors
These are usually grouped into two broad categories:
Cisgender, meaning a person identifies with the sex they were assigned at birth
And Transgender, meaning a person identifies differently
But under that umbrella, students are exposed to a growing list of terms like:
Gender fluid (identity that changes over time),
Agender (no gender),
And others that are added and updated regularly—many of which lack consistent definitions even among advocates.
This creates confusion and pressure for students who may feel they have to choose a label or understand complex identity frameworks at a very young age.
In some classrooms, students are encouraged or expected to use specific pronouns for their peers—based on gender identity, not appearance or biological sex. That might include they/them, ze/zir, or neopronouns you may not even recognize.
For some children, this can feel uncomfortable or even coercive—especially if it conflicts with their family values or personal beliefs.

It’s one more example of how gender ideology is introduced as fact, rather than discussed critically—and how social norms are being reshaped inside the classroom without parental involvement.




• Pronoun lessons and “allyship” training are 
common

• Health classes include topics like puberty 
blockers and gender transitions

• Lesson can contain role-playing scenarios 
around gender identity 

• Curriculum and resources are promoted by 
organizations like SIECUS, GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian 
& Straight Education Network), 
and Advocates for Youth 

HEALTH AND HUMAN GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT 

GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS – K-12

Amaze Videos on many subjects 
working In association with Advocates 
for Youth Amaze Video Link

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We just looked at how students are being introduced to a wide array of gender identities and are expected to adopt new pronouns in the classroom.
But it doesn’t stop there.
These concepts are reinforced through structured lessons and trainings that go far beyond basic respect or inclusion.
Pronoun lessons and “allyship” training are becoming common in schools. Students may be taught that affirming someone’s gender identity—even if it conflicts with observable reality—is a moral obligation.
In health classes, topics once focused on safety and biology now include puberty blockers, gender transitions, and medical pathways, even for minors.
Some lessons go as far as incorporating role-playing activities, asking students to act out gender identity scenarios or explore how to respond if a peer “comes out.”

And where is this curriculum coming from?
Much of it is shaped and promoted by external advocacy organizations like:
SIECUS (Sexuality Information and Education Council of the U.S.)
GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network)
And Advocates for Youth
A widely used tool are the Amaze.org video series, which presents highly animated and simplified explanations of topics like gender identity, masturbation, and medical transition. These videos are marketed as “age-appropriate,” but many parents find the content to be graphic, ideological, and far too mature—especially when shown to young students.
These are activist groups, not neutral education bodies. Yet they help shape the training materials, model policies, and classroom resources used in schools across the country.
This is why it’s so important that parents and communities understand: what’s being taught isn’t just educational—it’s ideological, and it’s backed by powerful, well-funded national networks.


https://youtu.be/aUVrr7zWakk?si=kWX5VlYHGnLhyxqc


SCHOOL COUNSELING & MENTAL HEALTH
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The counselor role has changed over the years – no longer just helping 
with class schedules and career planning

• Deeply involved in mental health support, identity affirmation, and social 
development (note: school counselor are not licensed to practice therapy)

• Expected to address student emotional needs, including those related to gender 
identity

ASCA’s (American School Counselor Association) March 2024 Newsletter
“As a school counselor, you have the power to assist in providing an environment 
where transgender and nonbinary youth can thrive, regardless of the laws and 
regulations that may limit your actual work.”

https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Newsletters/March-2024/Supporting-Transgender-Youth-in-Schools

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we’ve seen, gender ideology is being embedded in classroom content, student training, and even health education. But it’s also reshaping the role of school counselors—often in ways that parents aren’t fully aware of.
Counselors were once primarily focused on academic support and career planning—helping students choose courses or apply to college. But today, their role has expanded significantly.
Now, they’re deeply involved in:
Mental health support
Social and emotional development
And especially identity affirmation, including gender identity
It’s important to note: school counselors are not licensed therapists, yet they are often expected to respond to serious emotional and developmental challenges—sometimes without parent involvement.
According to the American School Counselor Association (ASCA), counselors are expected to support the emotional needs of students, and that includes helping students explore or affirm a gender identity.
And in a March 2024 ASCA newsletter, they went even further, stating:
“As a school counselor, you have the power to assist in providing an environment where transgender and nonbinary youth can thrive, regardless of the laws and regulations that may limit your actual work.”

This statement highlights a growing concern: that some school counselors are being trained and encouraged to prioritize gender identity affirmation, even when it may conflict with local laws, school board policies, or parental rights.
This underscores why transparency and accountability in student counseling services are more important now than ever.
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ASCA March 2024 Newsletter also states: 
• School counselors can provide diversity and inclusivity psychoeducation to the students.
• Utilize gender support plans for students.
• Make referrals for community-based providers who have experience with this population

WHO ARE THE COMMUNITY-BASED PARTNERS LISTED IN THE ARTICLE?

Support LGBTQ+ Students    MA Safe Schools Programs– ASCA Toolkit
GLSEN Safe Space Kit    Learning for Justice Curriculum for Students
GLSEN Educator Network   Trevor Project
Safe Zone Project Curriculum for Faculty Gender and Sexualities Alliance (GSA)
Trans Student Educational Resources (TSER) Welcoming Schools
– LifeSaver Program

https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Newsletters/March-2024/Supporting-Transgender-Youth-in-Schools

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The American School Counselor Association (ASCA) continues to publish guidance that encourages school counselors to take an active role in supporting and affirming students’ gender identities—even beyond traditional counseling responsibilities.

According to their March 2024 newsletter, counselors are advised to:
Provide psychoeducation on diversity and inclusivity to students,
Implement gender support plans within the school system,
And make referrals to outside providers who specialize in LGBTQ+ student populations.

What’s important here isn’t just what school counselors are doing—but who they’re working with.
ASCA’s own toolkit links to a broad network of ideologically driven organizations, many of which are not neutral education providers, but activist groups promoting specific agendas around gender, sexuality, and identity in schools.
While the names are listed here on the slide, the key point is this:�These groups are shaping how schools train teachers, counsel students, and even respond to parents.

This reveals just how deeply external advocacy networks are embedded in what we often assume are internal school services—and why parents need to understand not just what is being taught, but who is influencing it.


https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Publications-Research/Publications/Toolkits/LGBTQ-Students
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/safe-schools-program-for-lgbtq-students
https://www.glsen.org/activity/glsen-safe-space-kit-solidarity-lgbtq-youth
http://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.glsen.org/resources/educator-resources
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/education/
https://thesafezoneproject.com/curriculum/
https://www.glsen.org/support-student-gsas
http://transstudent.org/
https://www.welcomingschools.org/resources/lesson-plans/transgender-youth/transgender-with-books/
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Gender Transition Plans

GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS – K-12

It is happening in our schools 

Leon County School District - Florida
• January Littlejohn’s daughter expressed 

gender confusion at school
• The school created a gender support 

plan without notifying or involving the 
parents

• Staff used the students chosen name 
and pronouns and discussed restroom access

Linn Mar School District – Iowa
• School board adopted a policy allowing students 7th grade and above to 

create gender support plans
• Plans could be implemented without notifying parents
• Policy restricted staff from informing parents if the student 

didn’t give permission.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s look at how gender transition plans are being implemented in real school districts—often without parents ever knowing.

In Leon County, Florida, a mother named January Littlejohn discovered that her middle school daughter had expressed gender confusion at school. But rather than contacting the parents, school staff created a gender support plan behind their backs.
That plan included:
Using the student’s preferred name and pronouns
And discussing restroom access
This was done without any parental notification, raising major concerns about transparency, boundaries, and informed consent.

A similar situation occurred in Linn-Mar School District in Iowa, where the school board formally adopted a policy allowing students in 7th grade and above to create their own gender support plans.
Under that policy:
Parents did not need to be informed
And if a student didn’t want their parents told, staff were prohibited from sharing that information
These cases highlight a growing trend: schools are empowered to facilitate social transitions for children—changing names, pronouns, and even access to facilities—without involving parents.
This raises critical questions about parental rights, student well-being, and the role of schools in shaping deeply personal identity decisions.




GSA Network
• There are over 4,000 Gender & Sexualities Alliances (GSA’s) in 40+ states 
• Formerly ‘Gay-Straight Alliances’ rebranded to reflect broader rejection of binary 

norms
• The GSA Network markets as a‘Youth-Led’ non-profit that trains LGBTQ+ and allied 

students as social justice organizers. In reality day-to-day operations, funding, 
strategic planning, curriculum development, and national advocacy are led by adult 
staff, many of whom are professional activists or trained in DEI, critical theory, or social 
justice frameworks.

• Can be in schools starting as early as 3rd grade – may be called “Rainbow Club” or 
“Pride Club” 

• Groups like GLSEN and GSA Network provide resources for GSA clubs

SCHOOL CLUBS AND ACTIVITES

GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS – K-12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to curriculum and counseling, one of the most influential forces shaping student identity in schools is the presence of clubs—especially Gender & Sexualities Alliances, or GSAs.
There are now over 4,000 GSA clubs operating across 40+ states. 
These clubs were originally called “Gay-Straight Alliances”, but have since been rebranded to reflect a broader rejection of binary gender norms.
The GSA Network, which supports these clubs, is marketed as a youth-led nonprofit - But, day-to-day operations, funding, strategic planning, curriculum development, and national advocacy are led by adult staff, many of whom are professional activists or trained in DEI, critical theory, or social justice frameworks. Their focus isn’t just support—it’s training LGBTQ+ and allied students to be social justice organizers, advocating for systemic change in schools and communities.

GSA clubs are not limited to high school. In fact, some districts allow them to form as early as 3rd grade, though they may be given softer names like “Rainbow Club” or “Pride Club” to appeal to younger students.
Groups like GLSEN  (Gay, Lesbian & Straight Education Network) and the GSA Network provide toolkits, lesson plans, and organizing guides for these clubs—including how to start one without parental involvement, and how to push for policy changes in the school environment.
It’s important to understand that these are not just student support groups—they’re often extensions of activist networks operating within the school system, shaping how students understand identity, justice, and even their relationship with authority and parents.




GSA Network - continued
• Ties activism / social justice principles to gender – Material provided for GSA club 

by GSA Network - Partial chart of Systems of Power by identity to be used for the 
club activity ‘How to Start a Privilege Conversation with your GSA’

SCHOOL CLUBS AND ACTIVITES

GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS – K-12

https://gsanetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/GSA-Virtual-Toolkit-2020.pdf

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Although GSA clubs are often presented as safe spaces for inclusion, the GSA Network functions as a national activist organization, training students to view themselves and others through the lens of systemic power, privilege, and oppression.

Their toolkits and lesson plans go beyond support—they promote a worldview rooted in identity politics, teaching that gender, race, and sexuality determine one’s level of privilege or victimhood. 
Students are not just encouraged to be accepting—they are trained to become advocates for social change, often with activist goals that conflict with family values, biological science, or parental rights.
Read a couple of examples from the graphic on the slide
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May be present in school clubs other than GSA 
• Colorado mother Erin Lee’s daughter attended ‘Art 

Club’ that was really a GSA meeting 

Geder Ideology in school Activities include: 
• boys being allowed to participate in girls' sports
• Field Trips and Overnight stay where rooms are 

assigned based on gender identity not biological sex
• Homecoming / Prom no longer voting for ‘King and 

Queen’

SCHOOL CLUBS AND ACTIVITES

GENDER IDEOLOGY IN SCHOOLS – K-12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s important to understand that gender ideology isn’t limited to GSA clubs—it’s often embedded in other school clubs and student programs under different names.
A widely known example is Colorado mother Erin Lee, whose daughter attended what was advertised as an “Art Club” after school. In reality, it turned out to be a GSA-type meeting, where gender identity topics were introduced—without prior parental notification.
This kind of rebranding or mislabeling can prevent parents from knowing what their children are being exposed to.
And beyond clubs, we’re seeing gender ideology woven into school activities:
In sports, biologically male students are allowed to compete in girls’ athletics, creating concerns about fairness and safety.
On overnight field trips, many schools are now assigning rooms based on gender identity, not biological sex—sometimes without informing parents.
Even long-standing traditions like homecoming and prom are being reshaped—no longer selecting a “King and Queen”, but instead opting for gender-neutral alternatives or titles like “Royalty.”

All of these examples show how ideological shifts are being normalized through school culture, often without transparency, and sometimes in ways that override parental rights.




HOW TO FIGHT BACK 
Arguments and Talking Points
Taking Action
Parent Action

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve now seen how gender ideology has worked its way into nearly every part of the school system—from curriculum and counseling to policies, clubs, and activities.
So where do we go from here?
This next section will equip you with:
Clear arguments and talking points to help you speak confidently on these issues
Steps you can take in your local community, and
Specific actions parents can take to protect their children and restore transparency in schools
Because the most powerful response to ideological overreach is an informed and engaged parent or citizen who knows how to speak up and get involved.




• Detransitioners like Chloe Cole and Laura Becker are exposing the devastating 
reality behind fast-tracked transitions and the failure to address root causes like 
trauma, autism, or mental health struggles.

• Many describe the gender clinics and on-line communities and as cult-like systems 
that isolated them from family, discouraged questions, and pushed conformity.

• Stories often involve regret, irreversible medical interventions, and lack of informed 
consent—especially among youth.

• Despite their experiences, detransitioners are frequently silenced or dismissed in 
mainstream discourse.

FIGHTING BACK

IT’S TIME TO TALK ABOUT DETRANSITIONERS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we shift toward solutions and action steps, we need to begin with an often-overlooked group—detransitioners.
Individuals like Chloe Cole and Laura Becker are courageously speaking out about their experiences—exposing the harsh realities behind fast-tracked medical transitions, especially among youth.
What we hear in their stories is not just regret—it’s a devastating pattern of:
Unaddressed trauma, autism, or mental health issues that were overlooked
Isolation from family
And involvement in what many describe as cult-like communities—both online and in clinics—where questioning the process was discouraged
They’ve described being rushed into irreversible interventions—hormones, surgeries, and psychological shifts—without true informed consent.
Even more concerning? Despite the depth and validity of their experiences, detransitioners are often silenced or ignored by the very systems that once affirmed them.

This is where the conversation must shift—from ideology to accountability, from slogans to evidence, and from blind affirmation to careful, compassionate truth.




“I wish young people knew that puberty isn’t 
a disease, that growing up is necessary for 
happiness, and taking responsibility for the 
natural constraints of your body.  Trying to be 
the opposite sex just isn’t going to work. 
You have to work within the limitations of 
reality, and accepting reality has been the 
best thing I’ve ever done.” 
        
      - Laura Becker

FIGHTING BACK – TALKING POINTS

https://adflegal.org/article/no-one-protected-me-laura-becker-shares-her-de-transition-story/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To truly understand what’s at stake, we have to listen to the voices of those who’ve lived through it.
Laura Becker is one of many young women who were fast-tracked into a gender transition—only to later realize that it wasn’t addressing the root of her struggles. Like others, she went through medical interventions and social affirmation… but ultimately found healing in accepting reality, not rejecting it.
Her words offer a powerful reflection—not just for other young people, but for all of us trying to navigate this conversation with clarity and compassion.

And it’s also where you come in—because informed individuals, parents, and community members have a powerful role to play in pushing for transparency, oversight, and protection for our children.
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• My beliefs as a parent and my child’s upbringing deserve the same 
respect schools ask for with other identities.

• Young minds need clarity and stability—not concepts that promote identity 
uncertainty.

• We support every child’s right to be safe and respected — but not at the 
cost of biology, truth, or fairness.

• Girls deserve private spaces and fair competition. We can show
compassion without erasing boundaries.

• Affirming identity without involving parents is not support — 
it’s secrecy.

• No school policy should allow staff to hide a child’s mental 
health or identity struggle from loving parents.

FIGHTING BACK

GENDER IDEOLOGY TALKING POINTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When speaking up—whether at a school board meeting, a parent forum, or a conversation with friends—it’s important to be both clear and compassionate.
These talking points are designed to help you frame the issue in terms of rights, reason, and responsibility, especially as a parent.
First: Your role as a parent matters. If schools ask for respect for a wide range of identities, then your values and your child’s upbringing deserve the same respect.
Children—especially young ones—need stability, not confusion. Presenting gender as fluid and limitless adds uncertainty at a time when their identity is still forming.
We absolutely support every child’s right to be safe and treated with kindness, but that should never come at the expense of biology, fairness in sports, or truth in the classroom.
Girls deserve boundaries. We can show compassion without erasing protections—especially in restrooms, locker rooms, and athletic competitions.
And one of the most important points: Affirmation without parental involvement is not support—it’s secrecy. No system that deliberately hides a child’s mental health or identity struggle from parents can claim to be acting in the child’s best interest.
These points help shift the focus back to parental rights, biological reality, and child safety—without resorting to inflammatory language.




• Teaching children that gender is a feeling, not a fact, is confusing and 
developmentally inappropriate.

• Gender identity is deeply personal and values-based. Schools should not impose 
ideologies that override family beliefs

FIGHTING BACK – TALKING POINTS

GENDER IDEOLOGY (continued)

CURRICULUM AND IDEOLOGY
• I want curriculum focused on academics—not activism.

• Schools are not the place for political or ideological movements. Let’s focus on 
reading, math, and critical thinking

• My beliefs as a parent and my child’s upbringing 
deserve the same respect schools ask for other identities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Let’s be clear—this isn’t just about opposing something. It’s about reclaiming what education should be.
Teaching children that gender is a feeling, not a fact, is not only confusing—it’s developmentally inappropriate, especially for young students who are just beginning to form a sense of self.
Gender identity, for many families, is a deeply personal and values-based issue. That means it’s not the role of schools to impose one ideological view—especially one that may contradict or override family beliefs.
As parents, we want our schools to return to academic priorities: strong reading skills, math fluency, critical thinking—not activist messaging about gender theory or social constructs.
Schools should not be platforms for political or ideological movements. When we send our kids to school, we expect learning—not indoctrination.
And finally, my beliefs as a parent deserve the same respect that schools are quick to give other worldviews and identities.
This message is not extreme. It’s reasonable, grounded, and focused on child development, parental rights, and academic excellence.




As parents, we do not co-parent with the government. 
We have the right to know what our children are being taught and 
how they’re being treated at school.

“Parental rights don’t stop at the 
schoolhouse door.” — Tiffany Justice

FIGHTING BACK – TALKING POINTS

PARENTAL RIGHTS TALKING POINTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is one of the most important truths in this entire conversation.
Parents are not co-parents with the government. That line matters—because it reminds us that the primary responsibility and authority for raising children does not belong to the state. It belongs to us—their families.
We have an inherent right to know:
What our kids are being taught
What policies affect them
And how they’re being treated—socially, emotionally, and medically—during those 15,000 hours they spend in school
And if there’s any doubt about our role, we can echo the words of Tiffany Justice: - Co-Founder of Moms for Liberty
“Parental rights don’t stop at the schoolhouse door.”

That means no school board, counselor, administrator, or state policy has the right to override our values or keep secrets from parents.
This isn’t just a slogan—it’s a call to speak up, stay engaged, and hold our schools accountable.




FIGHTING BACK – TAKE ACTION
ENGAGE
Even with new laws and federal mandates, schools are rebranding or 
renaming programs to continue pushing gender ideology — parents must 
stay alert and make compliance unavoidable.

• Submit OPT OUT forms to your school to exclude your child from 
gender ideology instruction (Freedom in Education has 
templated letters) 

• Ask questions — teachers, principals, school board: What are 
the policies?  Request to review school materials (libraries, 
counselor resources).

• Attend school board meetings: comment, review agendas, 
watch for workshops.

• Join curriculum review or parent advisory committees.

• Join a group like Moms for Liberty — find or start a local 
chapter. 

TAKE ACTION

ENGAGE
EXPOSE
EDUCATE
ACTIVATE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now that we’ve laid out the origins, influence, and impacts of gender ideology in education, the next question is: What can we do about it?

This isn’t just about sounding the alarm—it’s about taking action. As parents, educators, and community members, we have the tools to Engage, Expose, Educate, and Empower.

So let’s start with the first step: Engage.
Engagement means showing up, asking questions, and making sure your voice—and your child’s needs—are not ignored. Schools may be rebranding or renaming these programs, but they’re still there. 
We must stay alert and make compliance with parental rights unavoidable.
From submitting opt-out forms, to attending school board meetings, to joining curriculum review committees—this is where change begins.


https://freedomined.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/EQUIPPING-PARENTS-TOOLKIT-compressed.pdf


FIGHTING BACK – TAKE ACTION

EXPOSE
• If laws or opt-out forms are ignored — EXPOSE it.

• File FOIA/Open Records requests for curricula, training 
materials, policies.

• Document everything: dates, names, content—show 
receipts. Photograph or screenshot concerning content in 
assignments or displays.

• Submit written concerns to school staff and board members 
to build a paper trail.

• Share findings with local media, write letters to the editor, or 
post on social media.

• Organize a local rally or awareness event to highlight the 
issue.

TAKE ACTION

ENGAGE
EXPOSE
EDUCATE
ACTIVATE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Engaging is just the start. But when you uncover something wrong—when schools ignore opt-outs, withhold information, or overstep boundaries—it’s time to expose it.

Sunlight is a powerful disinfectant.�This is about evidence, not emotion. Be professional, be precise, and be persistent. Read from slide – some examples below: 
File open records requests.
Keep detailed documentation.
Build a paper trail and go public if needed.
Expose what's happening—not to create division, but to demand accountability. When systems operate in darkness, it’s up to us to turn on the light.




FIGHTING BACK – TAKE ACTION

EDUCATE 

• Host events to educate  — tailor messages to school staff, 
legislators, parents, or the public

• Use M4LU’s resource library and toolkits to equip others. 

• Create one-page, high level information resource on the 
topic (can use QR codes to link to additional resources)

• Partner with local churches or civic groups to build 
awareness.

• Attend other sponsored events to stay informed on topics 
related to education 

TAKE ACTION

ENGAGE
EXPOSE
EDUCATE
ACTIVATE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now, we move to educate. Not just our kids—but our communities, school boards, lawmakers, and even local media.
Read slide with action items: 
Present the research.
Highlight the impacts.
Use respectful, factual language—but don’t back down from the truth.
Show how gender ideology is not just a curriculum issue, but a mental health, academic, legal, and parental rights issue. Help others connect the dots—so they can stand with you, speak up, and take action.




FIGHTING BACK – TAKE ACTION

ACTIVATE 
• Work with state lawmakers to restore biological truth and 

parental authority.
• schedule in-person meetings with lawmakers — bring local 

stories.
• Support or draft legislation protecting parental rights — you 

can use legislation from other states as a starting point. 

• Work with the school board
• Propose district-level policy changes on SEL, pronoun use, 

transparency, and parent notification.
• Speak at school board meeting open comments

• Oppose 'affirmation-only' mandates that bypass parents.

• Run for school board or support aligned candidates 
Check out the Moms For Liberty resources

TAKE ACTION

ENGAGE
EXPOSE
EDUCATE
ACTIVATE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once you're engaged, the next step is to activate others.�You are not alone in your concerns—many parents just don’t know where to start. That’s where your voice, your story, and your leadership can make a difference.
Share what you’ve learned.

Help others understand what’s happening—and why it matters.
This isn’t about politics. It’s about protecting children, respecting families, and restoring truth in education. One conversation can activate a dozen more.


https://portal.momsforliberty.org/candidates/


FIGHTING BACK – PARENT ACTIONS

PARENTS LEADNG AT HOME 
• Talk to your kids early — before schools do.

• Reinforce your child’s identity is rooted in truth and family 
values—not labels. “You are perfectly and wonderfully made. 
God doesn’t make mistakes.“

• Help kids resist labeling pressure: they’re uniquely themselves.

• Practice how to respond to pressure about pronouns or labels 
at school.

• Review classroom materials at home — help children process 
conflicting ideas.

• Strengthen your bond daily—children will spend about 15,000 
hours in school from kindergarten through 12th grade. Your 
influence at home is essential.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While we take action in our schools and communities, the most powerful influence happens at home.
This is where we prepare our children.
We don’t have to wait for schools to start the conversation—we should be leading it. Parents can lay the foundation early:
Root your children’s identity in truth, not labels.
Equip them to resist pressure and respond with confidence.
Be involved in what they’re learning—and stay connected.
Remember: children spend roughly 15,000 hours in school.�But your voice at home can shape their foundation for a lifetime.
You can empower them with clarity, conviction, and love.




    
THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS BEING 

BORN IN THE WRONG BODY

“There are two sexes, zero genders and 
infinite personalities...we need to abolish 
this entire ideology that teaches that 
stereotypes define who our kids are.”

           - Chris Elston ‘Billboard Chris’

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we close, let’s come back to the heart of the issue.
This isn’t about denying anyone’s worth — it’s about defending our children from an ideology that tells them they are their stereotype.
We don’t need a system that confuses identity.�We need truth.�We need clarity.�And we need courage to speak up.
“There are two sexes, zero genders, and infinite personalities...�We need to abolish this entire ideology that teaches that stereotypes define who our kids are.”
That’s the message. And it’s one every parent deserves to hear.




    

For more information and resources, please visit 
the M4LU Gender Ideology Toolkit at: 
https://m4lu.org/resources/gender-ideology-toolkit/
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